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Survey	Shows	Devaluation	Fears	Drive	Chinese	Buyer	
Growth	in	Australia	

 
 

Chinese fears of a devaluation of the Yuan are the biggest driver of new Chinese 
demand for Australian real estate, according to a survey of the Australian property 
industry conducted jointly by Property TV and Juwai.com. Forty-three per cent of 
respondents believe the devaluation will increase Chinese demand in Australia 
moderately, while 9 per cent believe it will increase demand significantly. Twenty per 
cent of respondents believe the trade war will increase Chinese demand. 
 
The policies of Prime Minister Scott Morrison's new government will have no impact 
on Chinese investment in Australian real estate, according to 47 per cent of 
respondents. Twenty-two per cent believe PM Morrison’s policies will stimulate 
Chinese buyer demand. 
 

 



 

 

Forty-four percent of respondents believe Chinese buying in Australia will remain at 
about the same levels over the next 12 months. Thirty-four per cent believe it will 
increase. Twenty-two believe it will decrease. 

 
Fifty-four per cent of the industry believes that the political unrest in Hong Kong will 
lead to greater demand for Australian property among Hong Kong Chinese. Thirty-
seven per cent believe there will be no change. Nine per cent believe there will be less 
demand from Hong Kong, China.  



 

 

Quotes from Property TV 
Property TV President of Programming and Content Kevin Turner said: 
 
“We wanted to do this survey with Juwai.com because foreign buyers are still a very 
important part of the market. Everyone wants to know why. 
 
“The results show that Chinese buyers are not disappearing. Most in the industry 
believe Chinese buying in the year to come will remain about the same or even grow 
further.  
 
“While Australians have been worried about their own dollar losing money, the 
Chinese yuan has depreciated to such a point that the US is calling China a currency 
manipulator. Many Chinese worry that their currency could lose more value in the 
months or years to come. They want to protect their savings by investing some of it 
overseas.” 
 
Quotes from Juwai.com 
Juwai.com Executive Chairman Georg Chmiel said:  
 
"Chinese buyer enquiries are up 37.3 per cent this year in Australia. They are up 89.5 
per cent in Sydney and 19.9 per cent in Melbourne. That is according to Juwai.com 
data on Chinese buyer enquiries for Australian property through the week beginning 
on 16 September compared to the same period in 2018.   
 
"Of course, buyer levels were pretty low last year compared to the peaks we saw in 
2015 and 2016. This growth is from that lower starting point.  
 
“Chinese buyers are regaining faith in Australia as the market begins to level out. The 
US dollar is traditionally favored as the currency in which Chinese most like to hedge 
against exchange rate risks, but the trade war has made many Chinese nervous about 
making new investments in the United States. Australia is a natural alternative and 
stands to benefit from some level of displaced investment.” 
 
About the Survey  
77 Members of the property industry took part in the survey during the months of 
August and September 2019.  
 
((ENDS)) 
 
About Juwai.com 
Juwai.com is the No. 1 Chinese international property portal and reaches more than 3.1 million 
Chinese-speaking monthly users while showcasing 2.8 million listings from 90 countries. Juwai.com was 
named the top international real estate website in China by the country’s peak e-commerce body for 
two years running and is a winner of the prestigious Red Herring Global Top 100 Award for excellence 
in startups. The company’s headquarters are in Shanghai and Hong Kong. Regional teammates are 



 

 

located in the US, the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, and Australia. For info or to advertise: 
http://list.juwai.com 
 
About Property TV 
Property TV is the fastest growing property audience, globally. Broadcasing LIVE and On-Demand 
property content from around the world, Property TV discusses industry trends and features the 
leaders of the industry from around the world. Tune in or catch up at any time on www.propertytv.io. 
 
Media Contact for Juwai.com - Dave Platter, Juwai.com, +61 432 814 888, dave@juwai.com  
Media Contact for Property TV - Kevin Turner, Propertytv.io, +61 403 043 100, kevin@propertytv.io 	


